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FACE AIDS
Bay Area Ride 2011: 
Rider Support and Fundraising Guide

Thank you for joining the 3rd annual FACE AIDS Bay Area Ride! 
This packet is designed to help you in your efforts to raise $125 by May 7, 2011 – the date of the Bay Ride. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact FACE AIDS’ Events Directors, Sidhtara Tep, at sidhtara@faceaids.org. 

In this packet, you will find: 

1. Sample Fundraising Letter – Adapt this letter and mail or e-mail it to everyone you know. Put excerpts up on Facebook. Throw it on your blog and link to it on Twitter. Read it out loud for a YouTube video. Use it as a phone script and call your grandparents. You get the idea. 

2. Instructions on How to Use Your Citizen Effect Page – Our partner Citizen Effect, a D.C.-based non-profit, is hooking you up with a customizable personal fundraising page. Set it up and use it to solicit and track your fundraising. 

3. Other Fundraising Ideas – From selling your old textbooks to engaging your employer to hosting a dinner party, check out this list for ideas on how to get from $0 to $125 like it ain’t no thang. 

If in your fundraising efforts you find that it would helpful to have some FACE AIDS materials, just let us know. We can share with you one-page hand-outs, brochures, power point presentations, and videos. We can also equip you with beaded AIDS awareness pins hand-crafted by HIV-affected individuals in Rwanda. These pins are typically distributed for $5 donations, though you could also use them as thank you’s for your donors, or in another creative way. If you have a material request, email sidhtara@faceaids.org and let her know what you need. 

Thank you again so much for joining the FACE AIDS movement! 

Sample Fundraising Letter

Dear [INSERT NAME], 

I am writing to ask for your support for a cause that I care deeply about: combating the HIV/AIDS pandemic. This May, I will be biking in FACE AIDS’ 3rd annual Bay Area Ride, a [15 or 50] mile bike ride through the mid-Peninsula of California. 

FACE AIDS is a non-profit organization dedicated to building a global movement of young leaders to fight HIV/AIDS. Founded by three Stanford students in 2005, FACE AIDS has since established chapters at over 200 colleges and high schools across the United States, and these chapters have raised $2.2 million to provide comprehensive health care in HIV-affected communities in Rwanda. FACE AIDS also works on the ground in Rwanda, providing groups of HIV-affected individuals with access to employment, micro-credit, savings, and business training; and empowering young Rwandans with leadership training and resources. You can learn more at faceaids.org. 

To support FACE AIDS and contribute to the fight against HIV/AIDS in Rwanda, I have committed to raising $125 by May 7, 2011, the date of the Bay Area Ride. This $125 goal represents the cost of one year of life-saving anti-retroviral treatment for an individual living with HIV in Rwanda. I would be so grateful if you would make a donation to support me in achieving my fundraising goal. Any amount, large or small, would be so appreciated! As FACE AIDS is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization, your donation is 100% tax deductible. To donate, please go to [faceaids.org/bayarearide.html and scroll to the middle of the page and select my name from the drop-down menu] OR [URL of your personalized Citizen Effect fundraising page].  You can also send a check payable to FACE AIDS to: FACE AIDS, Attn: Bay Area Ride, PO Box 46, Palo Alto, CA 94302. Please write my name in the memo line.

Thank you so much for your support! I look forward to hearing from you. 

All the best, 

[YOUR NAME]

Using Your Citizen Effect Fundraising Page

FACE AIDS has partnered with the D.C.-based non-profit Citizen Effect to make your fundraising easy, fast, and fun! Citizen Effect specializes in working with individuals who are passionate about a cause and giving them the online tools and fundraising support to become more than simply spokespeople or donors, but Citizen Philanthropists.  As Citizen Philanthropists, FACE AIDS Bay Area Ride participants will receive a personal fundraising page, web tools, and easy tips to unite their friends, family, and neighbors behind the ride.  100% of any online or offline contribution that a rider receives through Citizen Effect will directly support FACE AIDS, less 3% for credit card transaction fees.  In addition, Citizen Effect will track and process all donations and ensure that when appropriate, contributors receive a confirmation receipt that can be used to redeem a tax deduction. 

Below are the instructions that you should have received within 48 hours of registering for the Bay Area Ride. If you have not received your instructions, e-mail sidhtara@faceaids.org to let her know. 

Instructions on Using Your Citizen Effect Page: 

To begin, we want to give you access to your Citizen Effect account and fundraising page.  Below are five easy steps to introduce you to your project page and start your fundraising:

1. Log into your Citizen Effect account!
Go to www.citizeneffect.org/session/new and log in by entering the following:
Username: [EMAIL]
Password: [PASSWORD]

2. Check out your project page at [link]!
Your project page will help you manage and track all your fundraising!  Supporters can visit your project page and just click to donate — 100% of donations, less 3% for credit card transaction fees, will directly support your project. 

3. Update your profile!  
Click on “[NAME]” link in the “Meet the CP” box and personalize your project age by adding a profile photo, an “about me” bio, and change your name and/or password!  Individualizing your project page will attract donors and help you engage your community.

4. Connect to Facebook, Twitter, and MySpace!
To link your project page to your favorite social media, click on “Manage Social Media” in the green “Take Action” box and connect your social media accounts with your project page.  Sending out tweets and posting Facebook statuses related to your project is a great way to let your supporters know what you are up to!

5. Spread the Word!
Use email and your social media to send friends, family, and colleagues the link ([link]) to your project page and encourage them to support and follow your project.  Before you know it, the donations will start coming in!


On behalf of the Citizen Effect Team, we are thrilled to be working with you!  If you have any questions about your project page or first steps, please don’t hesitate to email us at nicole.schneidman@citizeneffect.org or call our D.C. office at 202-640-1845!  
Other Fundraising Ideas

· Dinner Party

· Invite your friends over for a dinner party (or wine and cheese, cupcakes, your choice!), and specify that each guest should make a suggest donation of an amount of your choosing. Use the gathering as an opportunity to talk about your fundraising efforts. Ten friends at $10 apiece, and you’re almost at your goal!  
· Sell goods on eBay or another online site.

· Use eBay or half.com as a way to sell your goods (old textbooks, anyone?) online and use the profits toward your fundraising goal. 
· Use bigwords.com to see which online book sellers will give you the most for your textbooks. See if your friends will give you their used textbooks that are lying around to sell online as well. 
· Consign your goods 

· Don’t want to go through the hassle of becoming an online seller? Take your unwanted clothes to a consignment store. 
· Hold a yard sale

· Those unused things around your home can add up to some strong fundraising additions pretty quickly. Make a FACE AIDS poster and put out a donation box. People might leave you with some extra money if they know it is for a good cause. Invite everyone you know through email. Include details for direct donations in the email. 
· Utilize Your Workplace

· Ask your employer! They may donate to you directly, allow you to give a presentation on the Bay Ride at your next staff meeting, post flyers in the office, etc. 
· Many employers will match their employees’ charitable donations, so get your co-workers to give, your employer to match, and you’re at your goal in half the time! 
· Service Clubs

· Service clubs such as Rotary, Kiwanis, Lions, and Optimists, and fraternal organizations such as Elk and Moose clubs often prove to be excellent sources for fundraising. Follow the “Who Do You Know” principle – is someone you know a member of a service group? Contact the club and ask to make a presentation at their next meeting. FACE AIDS can hook you up with a power point presentation about our work in Rwanda and hand-outs to leave with the club. 
· Places of Worship

· If you or your family have a personal place of worship, start there. Places of worship are more likely to direct their funds toward members of their own congregation. If you don’t have a personal place of worship, don’t hesitate to inquire about funds. As with most potential sources of funding, faith communities are more likely to give if you meet with them face-to-face. 
· Ask to give a presentation about your project during a service or special event. If not, ask if they will put you in their weekly announcements or newsletter. If you reach the entire congregation, you can spread more awareness and increase the number of potential donors. Some churches will often designate a separate offering each week to a different cause or organization. 
